Draft article for GP newsletters etc (for use by divisions of general practice networks): to be included on cd
child health and education support services (chess) health care plans for schools, preschools and childcare 
The Department of Education and Children’s Services (DECS) has developed a range of care plans to assist health professionals, families and education and care workers plan for the management of children’s health care needs in schools, preschools and childcare. DECS requires these care plans to be completed for children and students who have individual health care needs. It is recommended that these plans are reviewed on a regular basis, generally at 12 to 18 month intervals. These plans are used across education and care including Catholic and Independent Schooling sectors.

General Practitioners have been requesting that these plans be made available on Medical Director for ease of access at any time. These care plans are available for downloading from:

· your local division of general practice website 

· the DECS chess website: www.chess.sa.edu.au > A-Z Health Index > Forms - Health Care Forms for Health Professionals

This initiative is funded through the Department of Health and is a collaborative project with Department of Health, the Adelaide Western General Practice Network Inc., General Practice South Australia inc. and the Department of Education and Children’s Services (DECS). The intent of this initiative is to improve access and streamline the process for completion of these care plans.
For further information on accessing these documents on Medical Director please contact your local division of general practice. For further information on health support planning in education and care please contact Heather Ashmeade, Policy Advisor, Interagency Health Care, DECS, on (08) 8226 1323 or heather.ashmeade@sa.gov.au.

